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Presidential
Proclamation



A Proclamation on National Veterans And Military Families Month, 2023

The poet John Milton once wrote, “They also serve who only stand and wait.”  During National Veterans and Military Families Month, 
we recognize that our military and veteran families answer our Nation’s call to duty, and we recommit to doing right by their service 
and sacrifice.

For me, the First Lady, and the entire Biden family:  It is personal.  When our son Beau was deployed to Iraq, we learned what it meant 
to pray every day for the safe return of someone you love.  Our grandkids learned what it meant to have their dad overseas in a 
warzone instead of at home, tucking them into bed and reading them a story every night.  Millions of Americans have had that 
experience.  To all the mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, sons and daughters, spouses and partners, and loved ones who stand 
alongside our veterans and service members:  You are the solid steel spine that bears up under every burden and the courageous heart 
that rises to every challenge.

     Our Nation has only one truly sacred obligation — to prepare those we send into harm’s way and care for them and their families 
while they are deployed and when they return home.  Since the beginning of my Administration, fulfilling that obligation has been my 
top priority.  In June, I signed an Executive Order that establishes the most comprehensive set of administrative actions in our Nation’s 
history to support the economic security of military and veteran spouses, caregivers, and survivors.  It encourages all Federal agencies 
to do more to retain military spouses through flexible policies, improves the ability for spouses to maintain their employment when 
moving overseas, allows spouses to seek advice on overseas employment issues through military legal assistance offices for the first 
time, and improves spouses’ access to quality, dependable, and affordable child care.

     



Proclamation Continued

     Since the beginning of my Administration, I have signed more than 30 bipartisan bills to expand the services and benefits that 
support our veterans and their families, caregivers, and survivors — including the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our 
Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act, the most significant expansion of benefits and services for toxin exposed 
veterans and survivors in over 30 years.  We released a national strategy to reduce military and veteran suicide by tackling some of the 
root causes of this crisis — like addressing financial insecurity by expanding job training opportunities for transitioning service members 
and veterans and their spouses and increasing funding to prevent and eliminate homelessness.  Further, I signed an Executive Order 
that implemented historic, bipartisan military justice reforms to transform how the military handles sexual assault and domestic 
violence cases in order to make our military safer and more just.  Earlier this year, I directed the Department of Defense to review pay 
and benefits for our military members, because our Armed Forces and their families deserve a 21st century compensation system that 
reflects their service and sacrifice. Additionally, the First Lady’s Joining Forces initiative is providing support to military and veteran 
families, caregivers, and survivors by improving economic opportunity for military families, making school transitions easier for military 
children, and expanding resources to promote health and well-being for this community.

     Our fighting force is the greatest in the world — in no small part because, year after year and decade after decade, military and 
veteran families have had their loved ones’ backs.  As a country, we owe it to these families to have their backs.  This year — as we 
celebrate 50 years of an all-volunteer force — may we also recognize the bravery and dedication of our military and veteran families 
and work to repay the debt of gratitude we owe each one of them.

     NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2023 as National Veterans and Military Families 
Month.  I call upon the people of the United States to honor veterans and military families with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-
three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-eighth.

                                      JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.



Veterans Day History

Veterans Day occurs on November 11 every year in the 
United States in honor of the “eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918 that 
signaled the end of World War I, known as Armistice 
Day. In 1954, President  Dwight D. Eisenhower officially 
changed the name of the holiday from Armistice Day 
to Veterans Day. In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was 
passed by Congress, which moved the celebration of 
Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in October. The 
law went into effect in 1971, but in 1975 President 
Gerald Ford returned Veterans Day to November 11, 
due to the important historical significance of the 
date. Veterans Day commemorates veterans of all 
wars!



Veterans Day

Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays tribute to all 
American veterans—living or dead—but especially gives 
thanks to living veterans who served their country 
honorably during war or peacetime.



Homeless 
Veterans
• An annual survey overseen by HUD 
estimated there were 37,000-plus 
homeless veterans, out of a total 
homeless population of about 580,000, 
each year from 2018 to 2020. The 
2021 survey was cut short by 
pandemic restrictions.



Support our veterans and their families!



Unemployment Rates for Veterans



Mental 
HeaLth



Veterans Day By The 
Numbers

• 19.5 million – the approximate 
number of veterans in the United 
States. 9 million – the number of 
veterans over the age of 65. 5.06 
million – the number of veterans 

receiving disability compensation. 
2 million – the number of female 

veterans of those receiving 
disability compensation.





Statistics



Thank you

• Freedom isn’t free, and it’s the men 
and women in uniform that pay the 
price for us all. Thank you today and 
every day that we enjoy liberty and 
justice for all!





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.combatptsdwoundedtimes.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Military Spending





Current PCI Veterans

Rudy Pacheco Lutene Nunn Erma Marshall



PCI Veterans
Current PCI Veteran Employees

Lutene Nunn, Retired Veteran US Air Force-Timberhill 

ECC

Rudy Pacheco, US Marine Corps-

Facilities/Transportation Supervisor

Erma Marshall, US Army-George Gervin ECC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.musingsoverabarrel.com/2017/11/thank-you-veterans.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Family Members of Current PCI Employees 

                     Ernest S. Small- Retired Veteran US Air Force- Husband of Dr. Sharon Small 

                                  Porter C. Murphy, Jr- US Army- Brother of Dr. Sharon Small

            Jesse J. Harbert III- Retired US Air Force Reserves- Brother-in-law of Dr. Sharon Small

                 Johnnie Thomas (deceased)- US Air Force- Brother-in-law of Dr. Sharon Small 

                              James E. Fritz-(deceased)- US Army- Husband of Adelina Fritz

                                      John E. Fritz- Retired US Army- Son of Adelina Fritz 

                            Brandon Fritz, Former US Air Force- Grandson of Adelina Fritz 

                                     

                               Fred Balderrama – Retired US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

                         Aulio Marroquin – Retired US Army – Brother-in-law of Debra Bedoy

                             Joe Piña – Retired US Army – Brother-in-law of Debra Bedoy

                        Steven Balderrama – Retired US Army – Cousin of Debra Bedoy

                     Paul Michael Zertuche – Retired US Army – Nephew of Debra Bedoy

                             Jaime Castillo – Retired US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

             Paul Michael Zertuche Jr. – Active Duty Air Force – Great Nephew of Debra Bedoy

                         Edmund Gonzalez – Active Duty US Air Force– Nephew of Debra Bedoy

                            Marc Anthony Cisneros, Former US Marine Corps – Godson of Debra Bedoy

                              Juan Magallanez (deceased) – US Army – Cousin of Debra Bedoy

                               Antonio Romero (deceased) – US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

                                 David Castillo (deceased) – US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

                                 Pete Perez (deceased) – US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

                                   Inez Perez (deceased) – US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy

                                   Joe Perez (deceased) – US Army – Uncle of Debra Bedoy



Ryan James Valdez – Active Duty US Army– Nephew of Liz Rodriguez 
Edward River Jr., Veteran US Marine – Nephew of Liz Rodriguez 

Andres Lozano, Veteran US Army – Nephew of Liz Rodriguez 
Joe Uribe, Veteran US Marine – Cousin of Liz Rodriguez 

Rudy Martinez, Veteran US Marine – Cousin of Liz Rodriguez 
Joe Zamora – Retired US Army/Green Beret – Cousin of Liz Rodriguez 

Maria Zamora – Retired US Navy – Cousin of Liz Rodriguez 
 George Uribe (deceased)–US Marine Vietnam, Purple Heart –Uncle of Liz Rodriguez 

Santos Rodriguez (deceased) – US Navy WWII– Father-in-law of Liz Rodriguez 

Jonathan Muñoz – US Marine Corps – Nephew of Diana Vogt 
Joseph Muñoz – US Navy – Nephew of Diana Vogt 

Joel Leija- Retired Veteran US Army - Husband of Sylvia Leija

                         Isela Hernandez- Active Duty Army Reserves - Niece of Janie Martinez 

                               Darrin Martinez – Active Duty Marine Corps - Son of Janie Martinez

Ariel Nicole Spear - Active Duty US Army - Daughter of Janie Martinez

                            Colton Spear - Active Duty Cavalry Scout - Son in Law of Janie Martinez

                         Wade Ellison - Retired Veteran US Air Force – Husband of Monica Ellison  

                            Richard Petty – Retired Veteran US Army – Father of Monica Ellison     

                                                                   

                                    



Lewis E White - Veteran US Army - Father of Erma Marshall

                              Paul Carter - Veteran US Army Vietnam - Brother of Erma Marshall

                      Phillip Carter - Retired Veteran US Marine Corps - Brother of Erma Marshall

                               James Carter - Veteran US Air Force - Brother of Erma Marshall

Wilton Allison -Veteran US Army - Brother of Erma Marshall

                                     Necal Manual - Veteran US Army - Uncle of Erma Marshall

                        Abraham Marshall - Retired Veteran US Army - Husband of Erma Marshall

                                    Charles H. Pritchard - US Army - Father of Mary Doxie

                     Charles Pritchard - US Army - Brother of Mary Doxie

                       Melvin Pritchard - US Army - Brother of Mary Doxie

                       Eddie Doxie - US Army-Father-in Law of Mary Doxie

                       Elton Doxie - US Army - Nephew of Mary Doxie

                                  
Alfredo V. Charles – US Army – Father of Lydia Almares

               Hervey Vela – US Marine Corps – Brother-in-law of Lydia Almares
              MSGT Michael Stanley – US Air Force – Nephew of Lydia Almares

                     David Smith - Veteran US Army - Husband of Megan Smith
                     Mark Eavey - Retired Veteran US Army - Father of Megan Smith

                                  



2023 
Veterans Day 
Retail/Food 
Discounts:



PCI Veterans

7-eleven 

www.7-eleven.com

This convenience store chain is offering a free coffee of any size to all Veterans-on-Veterans Day.

Academy Sports + Outdoors

https://www.academy.com/

Veterans, active-duty military members, and their families can receive 10 percent off their entire purchase in-store and online from October 27 through November 

11.

Adidas

www.adidas.com

Adidas is offering a 30 percent discount to active military duty members, Veterans, and their families on Veterans Day.

Amazon

www.amazon.com

Amazon is offering a $40 discount on Prime membership for all Veterans and active military from November 6 to November 11.

AMC Theatres

https://www.amctheatres.com/

AMC is offering all active-duty military and Veterans a free large popcorn with their movie on Veterans Day.

Applebee’s

www.applebees.com

Continuing their annual tradition, Applebee’s will offer a free meal to Veterans and active-duty military members from a special Veterans Day menu.
AT&T

www.att.com

This popular telecommunications service offers Veterans, active duty service members, and their families a 25 percent discount on select 
plans.

Best Buy

https://www.bestbuy.com/

Veterans and active military personnel get a special 10 percent discount on in-store purchases on Veterans Day.

BJ’s Restaurant

www.bjsrestaurants.com

BJ’s Restaurant is giving away a free entrée up to $14.95 and a free Dr. Pepper beverage to all military members on Veterans Day.

Bob Evans

www.bobevans.com

Bob Evans is offering a free meal from a special menu to Veterans and active duty military personnel on Veterans Day.

http://www.7-eleven.com/
https://www.academy.com/
http://www.adidas.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.amctheatres.com/
https://www.applebees.com/en/
https://www.att.com/offers/discount-program/military-discount/
https://www.bestbuy.com/
http://www.bjsrestaurants.com/
http://www.bjsrestaurants.com/
http://www.bobevans.com/
http://www.bobevans.com/


Bonefish Grill
www.bonefishgrill.com
Bonefish Grill is offering a Heroes Discount, which gives a 10 percent off all service members, Veterans, and first responders’ checks all year long.
Buffalo Wild Wings
www.buffalowildwings.com
Buffalo Wild Wings is offering a free order of 10 boneless wings and fries to Veterans and active-duty military personnel.
Carrabba’s Italian Grill
www.carrabbas.com
Carrabba’s Italian Grill is offering all Veterans, active military, police officers, and firefighters a 10 percent discount on their entire check all year round.
Chili’s Grill & Bar
www.chilis.com
Chili’s Grill & Bar Chili’s is offering a free meal from a select menu to all Veterans and active military members on Veterans Day.
Cracker Barrel
www.crackerbarrel.com
Cracker Barrel is offering military Veterans a complimentary slice of Double Chocolate Fudge Coca-Cola Cake or a Pumpkin Pie Latte on Veterans Day.
Dell
www.dell.com
Dell is honoring Veterans and active-duty military by offering a special 15 percent discount on selected PCs and electronics this Veterans Day.
Denny’s
www.dennys.com
Denny’s is offering a complimentary Build Your Own Grand Slam breakfast to all Veterans and military personnel on Veterans Day from 5 a.m. to noon.
Dollar General
www.dollargeneral.com
Dollar General is offering an 11 percent discount on in-store and online purchases for all Veterans, active-duty military, members of the National Guard & Reserve, and their immediate family 
members.
Dunkin’ Donuts
www.dunkindonuts.com
Dunkin’ Donuts is offering a free donut to Veterans and active-duty military on Veterans Day.
Famous Dave’s
www.famousdaves.com
Famous Dave’s is giving a free 2 Meat Salute – a choice of two different types of meat served with a cornbread muffin and a side – to all former and current military personnel on Veterans Day.
Foot Locker
www.footlocker.com
Foot Locker is offering a 15 percent discount to all active-duty military personnel, military Veterans, national guard, and reserve service members.
Ford
www.ford.com
Ford is offering a $500 Bonus Cash Offer for Veterans and active military on eligible Ford or Lincoln vehicles.
Friendly’s
www.friendlys.com
Friendly’s is honoring Veterans and active military by offering a free All-American meal for lunch or dinner, which includes the All-American Burger, served with a side of fries and a drink on Veterans 
Day.

http://www.bonefishgrill.com/
http://www.bonefishgrill.com/
http://www.buffalowildwings.com/
http://www.buffalowildwings.com/
http://www.carrabbas.com/
http://www.carrabbas.com/
http://www.chilis.com/
http://www.chilis.com/
http://www.crackerbarrel.com/
http://www.crackerbarrel.com/
http://www.dell.com/
http://www.dell.com/
http://www.dennys.com/
http://www.dollargeneral.com/
http://www.dunkindonuts.com/
http://www.famousdaves.com/
http://www.footlocker.com/
http://www.ford.com/
http://www.friendlys.com/


Golden Corral 
https://www.goldencorral.com/
Golden Corral is offering a free dinner and beverage to any person who has ever served in the U.S. military on 
November 11.
Goodyear Auto Service

www.goodyearautoservice.com

Goodyear Auto Service is offering free car care checks and free tire installation to all active-duty military and 

Veterans from November 8 through November 16.

Great Clips

www.greatclips.com

On Veterans Day, Veterans and current military members can visit a Great Clips salon to receive either a free 

haircut or a free haircut card to use at a later date.

Home Depot

www.homedepot.com

Home Depot is offering a 10 percent discount to all Veterans-on-Veterans Day.

IHOP

www.ihop.com

IHOP is offering a free stack of Red, White, & Blue pancakes to Veterans and active-duty military on Veterans Day 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Joann Fabrics

www.joann.com

Joann Fabrics offers a 15 percent discount year-round to all military personnel, Veterans, and their families.

Kohl’s

www.kohls.com

Kohl’s is doubling their Military Monday discount for Veterans Day to give active military, Veterans, and their 

families a 30 percent discount.

Little Caesars

www.littlecaesars.com

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Veterans Day, Little Caesars is giving all United States Armed Forces Veterans and active 

military a free HOT-N-READY Lunch Combo.

https://www.goldencorral.com/
http://www.goodyearautoservice.com/
http://www.greatclips.com/
http://www.homedepot.com/
http://www.ihop.com/
http://www.joann.com/
http://www.kohls.com/
http://www.littlecaesars.com/


On behalf of PCI, 
Veterans                                    
Thank you for your 
service!
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